
Is Australia a 
dangerous country?

Obesity

Coronary Heart 
Disease is the 
leading under-
lying cause of 
death (2014).

In 2009, 215 
obesity related-
deaths were 
registered. 

CHD

Most common: 
13% of diagnosed 
cancer is breast 
cancer

Most fatal: 
19% of death 
cancer is by 
lung cancer

By age 85, 1 in 2 
Australians will 
develop cancer.

1 in 5 will die from 
cancer.

Cancer

Box Jellyfish

Australias most dangerous animal. 
Death within 2 to 5 minutes. At least 
64 deaths since the first report in 
1883.

Box Jellyfish

About 3,000 snake bites per year, 
on average one or two will prove 
fatal. Half the deaths are from  
brown snakes.

Snakes

47 unprovoked fatalities (average of 
0.9 per year) from shark encounters 
in Australian waters in the last 50 
years. 

Sharks

http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129558552
https://health.nt.gov.au/library/scripts/objectifyMedia.aspx?file=pdf/26/02.pdf&siteID=1&str_title=-
Box%20Jellyfish.pdf
http://www.anaesthesia.med.usyd.edu.au/resources/venom/snakebite.html
http://taronga.org.au/conservation/conservation-science-research/australian-shark-attack-file
https://bitre.gov.au/publications/ongoing/rda/files/RDA_Dec_2015.pdf
http://www.aihw.gov.au/deaths/life-expectancy/
http://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/wildlife/2013/03/australias-dangerous-ani-
mals-the-top-30/

http://www.theage.com.au/national/death-toll-soared-during-victorias-heatwave-20090406-9ubd
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-02-03/cyclone-yasi-what-happened-five-years-ago/7067086
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/pollution/management/disasters/flood-impacts/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-38121579
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_earthquakes_in_Australia
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2009-03-30/black-saturday-death-toll-lowered/1635324
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/0/5D2583A806EB4B60CA25788400127C98?opendocument
http://www.aihw.gov.au/deaths/leading-causes-of-death/
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In 2015 alone there were 1.209 fatalities re-
corded on Australian roads. Most road deaths 
occured in New South Wales (348).

In Australia, a boy born in 2013–2015 can 
expect to live to the age of 80.4 years 
and a girl would be expected to live to 
84.5 years
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